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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS EOR DECISION: 

The book entitled The Protocols of Zion is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

The main consideration in this classification is the book’s premise that there is a global 
plan by Jews to gain power over the world. Contained in the book are 24 ‘protocols’ 
alleged to be a blueprint for achieving world power and alleged to have been written by 
Jews. The book comprises mainly text and was possibly written in the 1930s although 
no date is given. 

Given the nature of the book’s contents the Classification Office has considered 
whether the unrestricted availability of the book would be likely to be injurious to the 
public good. The Classification Office has determined that no such injury would be 
likely. The reason for this is that while the book does cast a minority group in a 
negative light it does not do so by representing that group as inferior. The 
Classification Office further considers that the book is unlikely to incite feelings of 
extreme hatred towards that group. In addition the book makes unsubstantiated 
claims, generalisations and uses false logic in forming its arguments. The impact of 
the book is considered to be limited by these factors, as well as the dated language 
used in the book, and the past availability and debate around the protocols 
themselves. These factors, especially the lack of factual information, mean that 
readers of the book are unlikely to be persuaded by the claims the book makes. 

The Classification Office therefore classifies the book as unrestricted. 
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